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ELQ-QB-... DEBATE

adoption of the amend m e n t  to the committe e amendment. All those 
in favor vote aye; all those o p posed v o t e  nay. Have you all 
vo t e d  who care to? Record.

CLERK: 31 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on th e  a doption of
Senator B e u t l e r 's a m e n d m e n t  to the c o m m i t t e e  a m e n d m e n t s .

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Th e  ame ndment is adopted.

CLERK: Senator T y s o n  w o u l d  m ove to a m e n d  the committee
amendments. (AM3011, Legi s l a t i v e  J o u rnal  p a g e  863.)

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: S e n ator Tyson, you ' r e  r e c o g n i z e d  to open on
the amendment to the c o m m i t t e e  amendment.

SENATOR TYSON: T h a n k  you, Mr. Speaker, m e m b e r s  of the body.
This amendment was h e a r d  b y  the E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  as LB 1212, 
and it p a s s e d  out of t h a t  committee to G e n e r a l  File w i t h  no 
neg a t i v e  votes. Th e  bill wo u l d  a l l o w  Class III schools to 
pr otect their resou r c e s  in a coop e r a t i v e  m a n n e r  w i t h  Class I 
schools who want to dis s o l v e  or m e r g e  or reorganize. Current 
law allows Class I s c h ools to r e o r ganize w i t h o u t  a vote of the 
affected Class II or III if the y h ave l ess  t h a n  50 p e rcent of 
the di s t r i c t ' s  valuation. Essentially, t his b i l l  lowers that to 
8 percent. Th e r e  are...I b r o u g h t  this b ill b e c a u s e  of a single 
instance which is in M a d i s o n  County. However, it is n ot a local 
p r o b l e m  in M a d i s o n  County. There are 43 cou n t i e s  w ho would be 
a ff ec ted  b y  this legislation; 46 p e r c e n t  of th e  c ounties in the 
state. Th e r e  are 114 Class Is or IIs of t h e  total numb e r  that 
are a f f i liated w i t h  m ore than one h i g h  school, and this 
legis la tio n co u l d  also affect 128 Class II t h r o u g h  V schools, 
and there could be p o s s i b l y  179 similar instances. T he reason 
that this bill was b r o u g h t  in m y  p a r t i c u l a r  district, we have a 
very small Class I t h e r e  called Kalamazoo; it's D i s t r i c t  97. It 
is going out of existence. E v e r y b o d y  wh o  is currently 
a f f i liated w i t h  t hat wants to go to Humphrey. H u m p h r e y  School
has the lowest levy in the state, 49.03. E v e n  w i t h  bond, that's
only up to 54. Madison, w h i c h  has a s u b s t a n t i a l  stake in this,
is 99.99; Battle C r e e k  similar, and N e w m a n  Gr o v e  also is 
affected. This affects those peop l e  who w o u l d  like to leave for 
greener pastures, as it will, and the res u l t  w o u l d  be that any
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